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For Immediate Release
New online and mobile guide developed at NAIT makes it easier to discover Alberta’s festivals
June 24, 2011 - Albertans now have a one-stop shop to discover the province’s multitude of festivals and share them with friends, thanks to an innovative new online and mobile guide developed within the Duncan McNeill Centre for Innovation at NAIT by one of Canada’s leading new media companies, Seekers Media.
Launched today, in the lead-up to festival season, FestivalSeekers.com is an all-encompassing tool. Through articles, smartphone apps, videos, photos, social media communities, coupons and community involvement, FestivalSeekers offers Albertans a new way to experience the festival season while also learning about lesser known community celebrations.

“Everybody knows about the Calgary Stampede and the Edmonton Folk Music Festival,” said Rick MacDonnell, manager of communications with FestivalSeekers. “But there are so many smaller, out-of-the-way festivals and events happening that people should be taking notice of as well. From the Falher Honey Festival to the Battle of the Rockies to the Taber Corn Fest, there are dozens of cultural experiences to be had.”
Seekers Media, the company behind both FestivalSeekers and SnowSeekers, has been a client of novaNAIT’s Duncan McNeill Centre for Innovation since 2009, where it receives business guidance. 
The company’s payroll includes two former students of NAIT’s Digital Media and IT program. As well, students in NAIT’s School of Information, Communication and Engineering Technologies are currently working with FestivalSeekers and SnowSeekers to help streamline the live publication of content.
“novaNAIT is proud to have FestivalSeekers in the Duncan McNeill Centre for Innovation,” said Stuart Cullum, executive director of novaNAIT.  “By providing access to our enterprise development services and capstone programming within the School of Information, Communication and Engineering Technologies, NAIT is playing a role in the growth of FestivalSeekers. 

“We look forward to extending NAIT’s capacity further to support this company in more ways as it grows and extends its reach in the marketplace.”

On the FestivalSeekers website, users can see a calendar of festivals by region, view photos and videos, download coupons and apps, share the information on social media sites and more. Watch for FestivalSeekers.com’s TV series running across Alberta on SHAW Media this summer.  A 10 part series taking its audience behind the scenes to some of Alberta’s best fests.
“Whether it's for die hard locals, vacationing families, or festival-goers from across the globe, FestivalSeekers highlights all the amazing festival opportunities Western Canada,” said Jim Barr, President of FestivalSeekers. 

“FestivalSeekers provides as much fresh information as possible on a continual basis, either from ourselves or from the festival organizers themselves, so those who decide to come play in our backyard have everything they need to select the festivals that best suit their needs and their own sense of adventure.”
Barr recently travelled to Silicon Valley, Calif., for a series of whirlwind mentoring sessions with some of North America’s top business minds, as part of a two-day event called 48hrs in the Valley. He was also a featured panelist at the Banff Media Festival – an event that included delegates from Netflix and Google TV.  
novaNAIT is the home of applied research and enterprise development at NAIT. The centre supports and facilitates applied research and development, leading to commercially-relevant products and services. 

For more information, please contact:

Jim Barr
President – Seekers Media
P 780.983.9913 E jim@seekers-media.com

Stuart Cullum
Executive Director - novaNAIT
P 780.690.6685 E stuartc@nait.ca
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